


Surface designer Yuko Kanemura challenges us to look at 
concrete in different ways. Her installations and concrete tile 
designs under the name of De-Con began as her MA project at 
the Royal College of Art in London. She has taken what begins 
as a dull, lifeless material and transforms it into a vibrant, 
colourful and atmospheric architectural material. Yuko recently 
had her first major exhibition at the 100% Future exhibition 
during the 100% Design festival in London in late 2008, where 
her widely talked about collection featured three variants: Aqua-
Con (a water reactive concrete); Art-Con (printed concrete); 
and Lumi-Con (transparent concrete). Yuko’s experiments with 
concrete not only provide greater scope for decorative effects 
in concrete, they also conform to the highest standards of 
sustainability by making maximum use of recycled materials.  
Email: yukokanemura@hotmail.com for more information.

Another UK designer to star at the 100% Design festival 
was Ayme Fitzgerald, a contemporary pattern designer who 
specialises in digitally printed wallpaper, textiles and surface 
pattern designs. Using photographic and hand rendered 
imagery, flocking, embellishment, foiling and screen-printing, 
Ayme produces one of the most stunning and exciting bespoke 
ranges we have seen on the young designer’s market. The artist 
herself says she is inspired by anything from showgirls to seals, 
which can be seen in her latest collections - Wildside based on 
exotic floral, safari and wild colour combinations; Floral Floral 
with its twisted botanicals, and Funky Butterfly with a chaos 
of butterflies on solid black panels. Ayme Fitzgerald welcomes 
commissions, tailoring the designs and artwork to suit specific 
requirements, with all wallpapers printed to order and optional 
hand embellishments like crystals and feathers. It’s graphic, 
technical and so very theatrical! www.aymefitzgerald.co.uk

Bokja is an old Turkish description for an embellished velvet wrapping of 
treasured items for special occasions, notably the embroidered dowry of a 
bride. Beautiful and intricate in its detailing, it may seem like an unlikely 
mate to modern design, but the combination worked by Lebanese design 
team Bokja has produced a range of furniture that embodies ethnic chic.  
Hoda Baroudi and Maria Hibri started Bokja in 2000 with a vision to employ 
the age-old artisan sensibilities of the East in the creation of contemporary 
furniture designs and decorative items. Using local skilled artisans to produce 
their designs, the duo shun any form of mass production to ensure each 
piece is one of a kind and unique in character. By recycling and breathing 
new life into once-treasured embroideries from all over the world, Bokja 
create inspiring modern and eclectic items. They came to our attention when 
they debuted their collection for Al Sabah Art & Design Collection at Design 
Miami 08, which included a collaboration between Bokja and glass artist 
Peike Bergmans. www.bokjadesign.com

Job Smeets and Nynke Tynagel 
are two Dutch designers very 
much in demand right now. Their 
collective talents come under the 
name of Studio Job, and they 
have become synonymous with 

avant-garde, expressionistic design. This experimental 
couple, both graduates of the Design Academy Eindhoven, 
like to “question the common notions on functionality, 
mass production and style.” More installation art than 
functional product design, they like to take everyday 
objects and alter them in unexpected ways. Their recent 
collection is based on the farms of their homeland, with 
a range of designs evolved from stable tools like milk 
pitchers, pails, spades, forks, cooking pots and frying pans 
cast in bronze. There is an element of a twisted fairytale 
to their limited edition work that never fails to make the 
forward-thinking design crowd stand up and take notice. 
www.studiojob.nl
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We have covered Hayon’s work in Global Design before, and this Spanish dynamo 
keeps on blowing us away with his one-of-a-kind, abstract designs that cross the 
line between high end design and fanciful art. The designer himself is something 
akin to a performance artist - he is well known for his colourful character and 
love of dressing up for press portraits, which we find an endearingly cheeky 
way to put the flick on the ostentatious designer ego. He has done everything 
from lighting collections for Metalarte, Grid vases for Gaia and Gino which are 
manufactured by Turkish artisans, over the top Baroque-inspired installations for 
Bisazza, stunning, streamlined and low level bathroom design for Artquitect, the 
imposing, low line Showtime collection of furniture available here in Australia 
from Ke-zu (www.kezu.com), even shoes for Camper ... there is no genre he won’t 
cross and no limit to his ground breaking talents. We dare say he is one of the 
most influential designers to emerge in the last few years.
www.hayonstudio.com

The ‘Haute Couture Coffee Tables’ collection by artist and graphic designer turned 
furniture innovator Liana Yaroslavski mixes baroque decadence with modern 
materials. Venetian chandeliers are dismantled, turned upside down and put back 
together to be encased in sleek plexiglass; precious and rare tapestries, original 
Versailles floors, Bohemian crystals and the like are incorporated into the mix 
like a still life painting of unexpected styles. Yaroslavski does all the fabrication 
and assembly in her Parisian studio, but the beginnings of her collection were 
unexpected even to the designer herself. After falling in love with and buying a 
Murano chandelier at Drouot, Liana had the brilliant idea of incorporating it in to an 
old coffee table she was in the process of rejuvenating. “I turn the chandelier upside 
down, spread its branches on a bed of watercolours and inserted the whole thing in 
a plexiglass cube,” she explains. “This is my first creation.” The end result? After years 
of development and the chemistry of creation, Liana Yaroslavsky has produced a 
collection of tables with a sophisticated mix of Versailles and Rock ‘n’ Roll aesthetics. 
And how we do adore them!
www.lianayar.com
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